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“The Commission shall con- 
trol and administer the State 
Library ... Mark historic 
sites and houses and secure 
their preservation ... Main- 
tain for the use and infor- 
mation of the members of 
the Legisiature, the heads of 
the several State depart- 
ments and other citizens a 
section of the State Library 
for legislative reference and 
information” and to “give 
the members of the Legisla- 
ture such aid and assistance 
im the drafting of bills and 
resolutions as may be asked 
+ «+ Collect materials relating 
te the history of Texas and 
the adjoining States, pre- 
serve, classify, and publish 
the manuscript archives and 
such other matters as it may 
deem proper, diffuse knowl- 
edge in regard to the history 
of Texas .. . Aid and en- 
courage libraries and give 
advice to such persons as 
contemplate the establish- 
ment of public libraries, con- 
duct library institutes and 
encourage library associations 

+ « Establish and maintain 
in the State Library a rec- 
ords administration division 
which shall manage all public 
records of the State with the 
consent and co-operation of 
the heads of the various de- 
partments and institutions.” 
—From Texrs statutes. 
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Texas County Library Law 


Tobias Hobson, a 17th century 
English innkeeper, forced anyone 
who desired to rent one of his for- 
ty horses to select the horse near- 
est the door. Today the phrase, 
“Hobson’s choice” means no choice 
at all. 

Fifty-four Texas counties have 
adopted a similar policy toward 
library service, despite the several 
alternatives which the County Li- 
brary Laws offer—separate units, 
multiple county units, and con- 
tracts. Persons interested in li- 
braries believe in libraries. They 
only ask for the opportunity to 
demonstrate what efficient library 
service can mean to the individual 
and to the community. 

The recently enacted Library 
Services Act should lead to the es- 
tablishment of a series of demon- 
stration units in Texas, and de- 
tails are now being worked out 
which will provide the most effec- 
tive utilization of federal funds. 
Printed below is the legal frame- 
work within which these units 
must operate, the Texas County 
Library Law. Perhaps in the fu- 
ture some sections will be expand- 
ed, perhaps sections will be added. 
Meanwhile, this is how the law 
reads today. 

Title 35 

(Texas Revised Civil Statutes, 
1925, as amended through 1955) 
Article 1677. Authority to es- 
lish—The commissioners’ court of 
any county may establish, main- 
tain, and operate within their re- 
spective counties, county free li- 
braries in the manner and with 
the functions prescribed in this ti- 
tle. The said court shall also have 
the power and authority to estab- 
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lish in cooperation with another 
county or counties a joint free 
county library for the benefit of 


the co-operative counties. (Acts 
2nd C. S., 1919, p. 219.) 
Art. 1678. Territory. — The 


commissioners’ court of any coun- 
ty may establish county free li- 
braries for that part of such coun- 
ty lying outside of the incorpor- 
ated cities and toowns already 
maintaining free public libraries 
and for such additional parts 
of such counties as may elect 
to become a part of or to partici- 
pate in such county free library 
system. On their own initiative, 
or when petitioned to do so by a 
majority of the voters of that part 
of the county to be affected, said 
court shall proceed to establish and 
provide for the maintenance of 
such library according to the fur- 
ther provisions of this title. The 
county library shall be located at 
the county seat in the court house, 
unless more suitable quarters are 
available. (Id.) 

Art. 1679. Tax for mainte- 
nance. — The Commissioners’ 
Courts are hereby authorized to 
set aside annually from the Gen- 
eral Tax Fund, or the Permanent 
Improvement Fund of the county, 
as the said Court may determine, 
sums for the maintaining of free 
county libraries and for the erec- 
tion of permanent improvements 
and the securing of land for free 
county libraries, but not to exceed 
ten cents (10c) on the One Hun- 
dred Dollars ($100) valuation of 
all property in such county outside 
of all incorporated cities and towns 
already supporting a free public 
library, and upon all property 
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within all incorporated cities and 
towns already supporting a free 
public library which have elected 
to become a part of such free li- 
brary systems provided in Title 35 
of the Revised Civil Statutes, for 
the purpose of maintaining county 
free libraries and for purchasing 
property therefor. (Acts 2nd C. 
S., 1919, p. 219; Acts 1947, 50th 
Leg., p. 765, ch. 378, Sec. 1.) 


Art. 1680. Gifts and bequests. 
—The commissioners’ court is au- 
thorized and empowered to receive 
on behalf of the county any gift, 
bequest, or devise for the county 
free library, or for any branch or 
subdivision thereof. The title to 
all property belonging to the coun- 
ty free library shall be vested in 
the county, but where the gifts or 
bequests shall be made for the ben- 
efit of any branch or branches of 
the county free library, such gifts 
or bequests shall be administered 
as designed by the donor. (Acts 
2nd C.S., 1919, p. 219). 


Art. 1681. Existing libraries.— 
In any county where a farmers’ 
county library has been established 
as provided by former laws the 
same shall continue to operate as 
a farmers’ county library, unless 
a county free library shall be es- 
tablished as provided for in this 
title, in which case the former shall 
merge with and become a part of 
the latter. (Id.) 


Art. 1682. Board of Examiners. 
—A commission is hereby created 
to be known as the State Board of 
Library Examiners, consisting of 
the State Librarian, who shall be 
ex-officio chairman of the Board; 
the Librarian of the State Univer- 
sity, who shall be an ex-officio 
member; and three other well 
trained librarians of the State who 
shall at first be selected by the 
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State Librarian and the Librarian 
of the State University. The term 
of each shall be for six years, one 
of the appointive members retiring 
every two years. His successor 
shall be chosen by the remaining 
members of the Board in executive 
session. The members of said 
board shall receive no compensa- 
tion for their services except actual 
and necessary traveling expenses 
paid out of the State library fund. 
Said Board shall arrange for an 
annual meeting and for such other 
meetings as may be necessary in 
the pursuance of its duties. Said 
board shall pass upon the qualifi- 
cations of all persons desiring to 
become county librarians in the 
State of Texas, and may in writing 
adopt rules and regulations not in- 
consistent with the law for its gov- 
ernment and for carrying out the 
purposes of this title. (Id.) 


Art. 1683. County librarian— 
Upon the establishment of a coun- 
ty free library the Commissioners 
Court shall biennially appoint a 
County Librarian who shall hold 
office for a term of two (2) years 
subject to removal for cause after 
a hearing by said Court. No per- 
son shall be eligible to the offic 
of County Librarian unless prior 
to his appointment he has received 
from the State Board of Library 
Examiners a certificate of qualifi- 
cation for office; and when any 
County Librarian has heretofore 
received a certificate of qualifica- 
tion for office from the State 
Board of Library Examiners, and 
has served as County Librarian 
for any county in this State, said 
Librarian may be employed or re 
employed by any county as Librati- 
an without further examination 
and issuance of certificate from 
said State Board of Library Ex- 
aminers. The County Librarian 
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shall, prior to entering upon the 
duties of his office, file with the 
County Clerk the official oath and 
make a bond upon the faithful per- 
formance of his duties with suffi- 
cient sureties approved by the 
County Judge of the county of 
which the Librarian is to be the 
County Librarian, in such sum as 
the Commissioners Court may de- 
termine. (Acts 2nd C. S. 1919, p. 
219; Acts 1935, 44th Leg., p. 115, 
ch. 41, Sec. 1.) 


Art. 1684. Salary and expenses. 
—The salary of the librarian and 
assistants shall be fixed by said 
court at the time they fix the sal- 
ary of the appointive county offi- 
cers. The county librarian and as- 
sistants shall be allowed actual and 
necessary traveling expenses in- 
curred in the business of the li- 
brary. (Acts 2nd C. §S. 1919, p. 
219.) 


Art. 1685. Duty of librarian.— 
The librarian shall endeavor to 
give an equal and complete service 
to all parts of the county through 
branch libraries and deposit sta- 
tions in schools and other locations 
where suitable quarters may be ob- 
tained, thus distributing printed 
matter, books, and other educa- 
tional matter as quickly as circum- 
stances will permit. The county li- 
brarian shall have the power to 
make rules and regulations for the 
county free library, to establish 
branches and stations throughout 
the county, to determine the num- 
ber and kind of employees of such 
library, and, with the approval of 
the commissioners court, to ap- 
point and dismiss such employees. 
The county librarian shall, subject 
to the general rules adopted by the 
commissioners court, build up and 
Manage according to accepted 
tules of library management, a li- 
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brary for the people of the county 
and shall determine what books 
and other library equipment shall 
be purchased. (Id.) 


Art. 1686. Report of librarian. 
—The librarian of each county li- 
brary shall, on or before the first 
day of October in each year, re- 
port to the commissioners court 
and to the State Librarian the op- 
eration of the county library dur- 
ing the year ending August 31st 
preceding. Such report shall be 
made on blanks furnished by the 
State Librarian, and shall contain 
a statement of the condition of the 
library, its operation during the 
year, and such financial and book 
statistics as are kept in well regu- 
lated libraries. (Id.) 


Art. 1687. Supervision of l- 
brary.—The county library shall 
be under the general supervision 
of the commissioners court. Such 
libraries shall also be under the 
supervision of the State Librarian, 
who shall, from time to time, eith- 
er personally or by one of his as- 
sistants, visit the county free li- 
braries and inquire into their con- 
dition, advising with the librarians 
and said court and rendering such 
assistance in all matters as he may 
be able to give. (Id.) 


Art. 1688. Use of library.—Any 
white person of such county may 
use the county free library under 
the rules and regulations pre- 
scribed by the commissioners 
court and may be entitled to all 
the privileges thereof. Said court 
shall make proper provision for the 
negroes of said county to be served 
through a separate branch or 


branches of the county free libra- 
ry, which shall be administered by 
custodian of the negro race under 
the supervision of the county li- 
brarian. (Id.) 
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Art. 1689. Funds for library.— 
All funds of the county free library 
shall be in the custody of the coun- 
ty treasurer, or other county offi- 
cial, who may discharge the duties 
commonly delegated to the county 
treasurer. They shall constitute a 
separate fund to be known as the 
county free library fund, and shall 
not be used for any other purposes 
except those of a county free li- 
brary. Each claim against the 
county free library shall be auth- 
orized and approved by the county 
librarian, or in his absence from 
the county, by his assistant. It 
shall then be acted upon in the 
same manner as are all other 
claims against the county. (Id.) 


Art. 1690. Joinder with city.— 
After the establishment of a coun- 
ty free library the governing body 
of any incorporated city or town 
in the county, maintaining a free 
public library, may notify the com- 
missioners court that such city or 


town desires to become a part of 
the county free library system and 
thereafter such city or town shall 
be a part thereof, and its inhabi- 
tants shall be entitled to the bene- 
fits of such county free library, 
and the property within such town 
or city shall be included in com- 
puting the amount to be set aside 
as a fund for county free library 
purposes. (Id.) 

Art. 1691. Contract with city.— 
The commissioners court wherein 
a county free library has been es- 
tablished under the provisions of 
this title, shall have full power and 
authority to enter into contracts 
with any incorporated city or town 
maintaining a public free library, 
and such incorporated city or town 
shall through its governing body, 
have full power to enter into con- 
tracts with such county to secure 
to the residents of such incorpor- 
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ated city or town the same privi- 
leges of the county free library as 
are enjoyed by the residents of 
such county outside of such incor. 
porated city or town, or such priy- 
ileges as may be agreed upon by 
such contract upon such considera- 
tion to be named in the contract 
so may be agreed upon, the same 
to be paid into the county library 
fund and thereupon the residents 
of such incorporated city or town 
shall have the same privileges with 
regard to said county free library 
as are had by the residents of such 
county outside of such incorpor- 
ated city or town, or such privi- 
leges as may be agreed upon by 
contract. (Id.) 

Art. 1692. Withdrawal of city. 
—The governing body of such in- 
corporated city or town may at 
any time after two years notify 
the commissioners court that such 
city or town no longer desires to 
be a part of the county free library 
system and thereafter such city or 
town shall give the commissioners 
the benefits of such county free 
library system, and the property 
situated in said city or town shall 
no longer be assessed in comput- 
ing the fund to be set aside for 
county free library purposes. The 
governing body of such city or 
town shall give the commissioners 
court six months notice and pub 
lish at least once a week for six 
successive weeks prior to either 
giving or withdrawing such notice 
in a county newspaper designated 
by the governing body, and circu- 
lated throughout such city or town, 
notice of such contemplated ac- 
tion, giving date and place of meet- 
ing at which such contemplated 
action is proposed to be taken. 
(Id.) 

Art. 1693. Contract with anoth- 
er county. — The commissioners 
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court of any county, wherein a 
county free library has been es- 
tablished under the provisions of 
this title, shall have full power and 
authority to enter into contracts 
or agreements with the commis- 
sioners court of any other county 
to secure to the residents of such 
other county such privileges of 
such county free library as may, 
by such ontract, be agreed upon, 
the same to be paid into the coun- 
ty free library fund, and there- 
upon the inhabitants of such other 
county shall have the privilege of 
such county free library as may 
by such contract be agreed upon; 
and the commissioners court shall 
have full power and authority to 
enter into a contract with the 
commissioners court of another 
county wherein a county free li- 
brary has been established, under 
the provisions of this title and shall 
have power to provide for and to 
set aside a county free library 
fund, in the manner already set 
out, for the purpose of carrying 
out such contract. But the mak- 
ing of such contract shall not 
bar the commissioners court of 
such county from establishing a 
county free library therein, and 
upon the establishment of such 
county free library such contract 
may be terminated upon such 
terms as may be agreed upon by 
the parties thereto, or may con- 
tinue for the term thereof. (Id.) 
Art. 1694. Contract with estab- 
lished library.—Instead of estab- 
lishing a separate county free li- 
brary, upon petition of a majority 
of the voters of the county, the 
commissioners court may contract 
for library privileges from some 
already established library. Such 
contract shall provide that such 
established library shall assume 
the functions of a county free li- 
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brary within the county with which 
the contract is made, including in- 
corporated cities and towns there- 
in, and shall also provide that the 
librarian of such established li- 
brary shall hold or secure a county 
librarian’s certificate from the 
State Board of Library Examin- 
ers. Said court may contract to 
pay annually into the library fund 
of said established library such 
sum as may be agreed upon, to be 
paid out of the county library 
fund. Either party to such con- 
tract may terminate the same by 
giving six months notice of inten- 
tion to do so. Property acquired 
under such contract shall be sub- 
ject to division at the termination 
of the contract upon such terms 
as are specified in such contract. 

Art. 1695. Combined counties. 
—Where found to be more practi- 
cable, two or more adjacent coun- 
ties may join for the purposes of 
this law and establish and main- 
tain a free library under the terms 
and provisions above set forth for 
the establishment and maintenance 
of a county free library. In such 
cases the combined counties shall 
have the same powers and be sub- 
ject to the same liabilities as a 
single county as provided in this 
law. The commissioners courts 
of the counties which have com- 
bined for the establishment and 
maintenance of a free library shall 
operate jointly in the same manner 
as does the commissioners court 
of a single county in carrying out 
the provisions of this law. If any 
county desires to withdraw from 
such combination it shall be enti- 
tled to a division of property in 
such proportion as agreed upon in 
the terms of combination at the 
“1a such joint action was taken. 

Art. 1696. Termination of li- 
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brary.—A county free library may 
be disestablished upon petition of 
a majority of the voters of that 
part of the county maintaining a 
county free library, asking that 
said library system be no longer 
maintained. The commissioners’ 
court upon the termination of ex- 
isting contracts shall call in all 
books and movable property of the 
defunct county free library, and 
have same inventoried and stored 
under lock and seal in some dry 
and suitable place in the county 
court house. (Id.) 

Art. 1696a. Acquisition of land. 
Construction, repair, equipment 
and improvement of buildings; 
bond issues, taxes. 

Section 1. The Commissioners 
Court of any county in this 
State is hereby authorized to ac- 
quire land for and to purchase, 
construct, repair, equip and im- 
prove buildings, and other perma- 
nent improvements to be used for 
county library purposes. Such 
building or buildings and other 
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permanent improvements may be 
located in the county at such place 
or places as the Commissioners 
Court may determine. Payment 
for such buildings and repairs and 
improvements and other improve- 
ments shall be made from the Con- 
stitutional Permanent Improve. 
ment Fund. 

Sec. 2. To pay the costs of ac- 
quiring land for and of purchas- 
ing, constructing, repairing, equip- 
ping and improving such buildings 
and other permanent improve- 
ments, the Commissioners Court 
is hereby authorized to issue nego- 
tiable bonds of the county and to 
levy and collect taxes in payment 
thereof, the issuance of such bonds 
and the levy and collection of taxes 
to be in accordance with the pro- 
visions of Chapter 1, Title 22, Re 
vised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, 
as amended, governing, the issu- 
ance of bonds by cities, towns, 
and/or counties in this State 
(Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 585, ch. 
194.) 


Porter Doss Memorial Library, Weslaco 


Grace Cassady, Librarian 


The Porter Doss Memorial Li- 
brary was established on May 26, 
1950. A fund of $8000 was given 
by Mrs. Porter Doss for construc- 
tion of the library as a memorial 
to her husband, the late Porter 
Doss, who for many years had been 
prominent in business circles in 
Weslaco, with the provision that 
the city operate it. 

The Library is a room 30 x 40 
feet that is part of a ranch type 
structure which includes the Civic 
Center, the Chamber of Commerce 
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and the library. Modern fumed 
oak furnishings enhance the ap- 
pearance of the library. Green 
palm trees and multicolored bou- 
gainvillias. 

The city commission appointed 
a library board, whose job it was 
to set up the library and provide 
for its support. In the first few 
weeks they obtained over $1,680 
for the purchase of initial books 
and supplies. They were also it- 
fluential in providing that the 
Community Chest would give 4 
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certain percent of its funds for 
the library to operate, the city 
paying the salaries of employees. 
A fund each month is provided for 
the purpose of purchasing new 
books. Fiction and non-fiction in 
all categories are being added. 
About 1000 books were added this 
year. 

In the last four years the library 
has grown from a more or less in- 
significant institution until it has 
become a major factor in the cul- 
tural life of Weslaco. 

Weslaco is a city of fourteen 
thousand population, located in the 
heart of the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley. It lies about midway be- 
tween Mission and Brownsville on 
the seventy mile long “Main 
Street” (Highway 83) paralleling 
the lower reaches of the Rio Gran- 
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de River. Weslaco has had a 
steady growth since its incorpora- 
tion in December, 1921. Its cen- 
tralized location, the fertility of 
land in the surrounding areas due 
to much irrigation from Falcon 
Dam, and the far-sightedness of 
its business and civic leaders have 
made Weslaco one of the attrac- 
tive towns in the Rio Grande Val- 
ley. 

In 1951, there were some 1,580 
books on the shelves, all having 
been donated by friends of the li- 
brary. There were about 250 reg- 
istered borrowers. Today the 
shelves are stocked with over 7,350 
volumes. The number of regis- 
tered borrowers has increased to 
2,236. 

A wide variety of people patron- 
ize the library. A number of local 
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clubs find it very helpful. 
though there are good ibraries in 
the elementary and high schools, 
students make extensive use of the 
public library, crowding it to ca- 


Al- 


pacity after school hours. The 
winter visifors who come to spend 
extended periods in the Valley take 
advantage of the facilities offered. 
Even students from nearby Pan 
American College find books which 
are not available to them in the 
college library. 

In the collection, adult books 
outnumber children’s books by 
three to one. Yet children are the 
largest contributors, checking out 
about sixty percent of all the books. 
An extensive rental shelf with the 
latest fiction and non-fiction books 
is always available. A select list 
of books in Spanish is also made 
available to Latin Americans who 
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can not speak English. The library 
subscribes to periodicals of general 
interest. 

A story hour was sponsored by 
the Junior Service League during 
the summer. From fifteen to twen- 
ty children attended ranging from 
three to seven years of age. These 
stories inspired the children t 
take out books from the library 
and of course increased the circu- 
lation. Today so very many of 
the children’s books are tattered 
and torn. 

What looked like an adequate 
structure when it was built five 
years ago is now bulging at the 
seams. This present overcrowd- 
ing has resulted in a move to en- 
large the building. Large contri- 
butions have already been received 
and additional contributions have 
been made by other organizations. 
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The enlarged quarters will make 
it possible to maintain a normal 
rate of growth. 

The success of the Porter Doss 
Memorial Library is traceable to 
the co-operative efforts of every 
one who has been instrumental in 
helping it grow: particularly Mrs. 
Porter Doss, who made it possible 
for us to have a library, the Li- 
brary Board consisting of a chair- 
man appointed by the chairman of 
the Community City Council and 


its five members, three of whom 
are members of the organizations 
making up the City Council— 
the City Commission, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Women’s 
Federated Club. Local newspa- 
pers, the civic organizations, and 
many private individuals deserve 
much credit for the development 
of the Porter Doss Memorial Li- 
brary as an important factor in 
the life of Weslaco and surround- 
ing territory. 





Editor’s note: 
By featuring in each issue one Texas 


public library, TEXAS LIBRARIES 
seeks to remind persons engaged in im- 
Proving library service elsewhere that 
theirs is not an isolated project—that 
others have overcome the obstacle of 
indifference. 

Since the series was initiated, the sto- 
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ries of the following libraries have been 
told: (County) Andrews, Brazoria, Car- 
son-Hutchinson, Cooke, Ector, Edwards, 
Ft. Bend, Hockley, Maverick, Montgom- 
ery, Tom Green, Val Verde and Win- 
kler; (City) Amarillo, Austin, El Paso, 
Galveston, Longview, McAllen, McKin- 
ney, Port Arthur, Waco, and Waxaha- 
chie. 
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A Veto—Sam Houston Style 


The original biil for protection 
of the western and southwestern 
frontier was passed over the pres- 
ident’s veto by a constitutional ma- 
jority in the House and the Senate 
on January 16, 1843. The amend- 
ment to the bill, also vetoed by 
President Sam Houston on_ the 
same date, as indicated by the note 
written across the face of it, was 
not passed. The president’s note 
is transcribed as follows: 


My hand should wither ere I 
would sign such a subterfuge and 
lend my sanction to such a trans- 
action by making anything amend- 
atory to the rejection of my veto 
on the miscalled bill for frontier 
protection. 

llth Jany 1843 

(Signed) Sam Houston 
(Rubric) 





AN ACT 


Supplementary to an act for the 
protection of the Western and 
South Western frontier and for 
other purposes, passed during the 


Texas Library Association 


District VII of TLA will hold its an- 
nual meeting in Denton, December 8, at 
the TSCW Library Science School. 

The morning program, which fol- 
lows a 10 o’clock business meeting, 
will consist of: 

Mr. Max Trent, TLA President— 

“Library Services Bill and the Bel- 
den Report.” 

Mr. Frank McGowan, State Friends 
Committee— 
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regular annual session of the Sey- 
enth Congress. 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the 
Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Republic of Texas in 
Congress assembled, That the act 
to which this is a supplement be 
so amended that the Major Gen- 
eral shall at all times when the sit- 
uation of the country shall require 
the militia be called into the field 
for active service be subject to the 
orders of the President—shall be 
alike subject to his orders when in 
active service, and shall make reg- 
ular reports to the War Depart- 
ment—and that the Major General 
have authority to appoint his staff 
instead of the General staff as 
provided for in the Bill to which 
this is a supplement. 
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted That 
this act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. 
(Signed) N. H. Darnell 
Speaker of the House 
of Representatives 
(Signed) J. A. Greer 
President Pro tem. 
of the Senate 


District VII 


“The Role for Friends and Commun- 
ity in the Program of Library 
Development in Texas.” 

Dr. G. R. Carlsen, School of Education, 
University of Texas— 

“What Good Books Can Do For Peo- 
ple.” 

At the luncheon session, Professor 
Floyd Graham of North Texas State Col- 
lege will speak on the topic, “Base Your 
Public Relations on Human Relations.” 
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Madge M. Ganey’s “History 
of the Abilene Carnegie Li- 
brary” has just been print- 
ed under the auspices of the former Car- 
negie Library Board. The volume is 
dedicated to Mrs. George W. McDaniel, 
ex-president of that panel. A _ special 
fund which the members of the board 
raised throughout the years paid for the 
printing of the history. The fund had 
already financed an _ air-conditioner, 
books, one movie projector and screen, 
one record player with eight earphones 
and a collection of 50 records. This spe- 
cial “pin money” fund was raised by 
ice cream suppers, plays, entertainments 
and other projects. 


The Albany Study Club held 
ALBANY open house on September 16, 
from 4 to 6 at the Shackel- 
ford County Library on the first floor 
in the county court house. The purpose 
of the open house was to acquaint the 
people with the library, its progress, 
and its needs. 
Chambers County Com- 
ANAHUAC missioners’ Court approved 
the construction of a new 
county library and employed an archi- 
test to prepare plans The new library 
will be built on a lot adjacent to the 
present library building across from the 
court house. It will cost between 
$35,000 and $50,000, depending upon 
final plans approved by the Commis- 
sioners’ Court and the Chambers County 
Library Committee. 
The Ladonia City Library 


ABILENE 


LADONIA is comfortably situated in 
its home in the new city 
hall. Its harmonious decoration, com- 


bined with its spacious shelves and sur- 
prising number of books, makes it in- 
deed a place for quiet reading and study. 
The Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s 
Club of New Boston 


NEW BOSTON 
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has been instrumental in the establish- 
ment of a public library in that city, 
The club is also responsible for devising 
ways and means of keeping the library 
stocked with new books, and worked 
countless evenings in the library before 
and after its official opening to the 
public in April, 1954. In addition to the 
start given the library by the club, 
thousands of books have been donated 
by other organizations and individuals, 
include additional lighting for the out- 
side of the building, laying of 100 ce- 
ment blocks for walks along the curb, 
construction of two storage cabinets, 
and landscaping of the grounds. 


The Friends of the Kerr 
KERRVILLE County Public Library 
met October 1 at the 
Blue Bonnet Hotel to elect officers for 
the year. The Kerr County organiza- 
tion is interested in securing adequate 
quarters for the library and is being 
joined by the library trustees, the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, the Gold Star 
Mothers, AAUW and other organiza- 
tions. 
Through the efforts of the 
KYLE Friends of the Library, Kyle 
now has a public library. The 
City Public Library was opened October 
9 and is located in the appliance room 
of the Bon Ton. The library will be 
open from 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays. Volunteer librarians will be 
in the library during these hours. 


At the conclusion of book 

ROCKPORT drive for the Aransas 

County Library, 1835 

books had been donated. The new vol- 

umes are being cataloged to facilitate 

their early use by the library’s patrons. 

Citizens of this area are also working 

to provide adequate funds and perma- 
nent site for the library. 
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